We hope you’ve all enjoyed a really lovely break with your family, despite the unprecedented times we currently find
ourselves in. We are looking forward to an engaging and exciting term ahead and hope the details below provide you with
an overview of our aims and planned learning experiences so fat this term.
Honey the hamster has joined the class, she is very adventurous and a
budding escape artist! The children will start to take her home for
weekends from Friday 7th January 2022. Honey loves most salad and
fruits but does not like tomatoes. Honey has a diary, she liked it so much
she has already nibbled the edges, which will go home with you for the
weekend. This is so we can record the wonderful memories and share
them with the rest of the class when Honey returns on the Monday
morning.
PE: This term indoor PE will be on a Thursday morning; the children are
learning about dance. Outdoor PE will be on a Friday afternoon, where
the children are learning about fitness. PPA will be on a Tuesday
afternoon where the children will be having Art and Design with Mrs
Staples.

Year 6 will be travelling back in time all the way to the Mayan civilisation to explore how their society evolved hugely.
The Mayan civilisation cannot be credited with inventing writing or scientific advances but its position traversing Central
America meant that the Mayans could assimilate and improve ideas from elsewhere. So, what did the Mayans do for us?
They created very accurate charts of the moon and some of their astronomy findings are still used today. Their
architecture including stepped temples provided a route into understanding their religion. They create many natural cures
and medicine which again are still in use today. As well as developing an independent number system, which was very
advanced and logical. Year 6 will learn how the Mayan civilization grew so strong when the odds against it were so
huge. They will then investigate the characteristics features of the Mayan society and comparing it with the state of
Britain at the same time. We will be looking into how we can be sure about what life was like for the Maya a thousand
years ago? Ending with an open-ended enquiry which challenges pupils to work collaboratively to create their own
plausible answer to the riddle of the why the Mayan civilization came to such an abrupt end.

In Science this term, the children will be looking at evolution. In this unit, year 6 will recognise that living things
produce offspring of the same kind, but normally offspring vary and are not identical to their parents in the context of
inheritance. They will identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different ways in the
context of environmental variation. As well as exploring scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas
or arguments. In addition to identifying how adaptation may lead to evolution by examining the theories of evolution
constructed by Darwin and Wallace. They need to be able to recognise that living things have changed over time and
that fossils provide information about living things that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago in the context of the
evolution of plants and animals. Finishing with looking at how adaptation may lead to evolution by examining the
advantages and disadvantages of specific adaptations and the role of human intervention in the process of evolution.
Key vocabulary to help with this technical topic can be found on the reverse of this letter.

Please note these dates could be subject to change
due to global pandemic.
Visit from the Police to talk about online safety and
the impact of social media linked to our Computing
and PSHE learning– date tbc.
SATs information evening – February 2022. More in
formation will follow.
Thursday 10th February at 5:30pm – Rescheduled
Pioneer Residential Information Evening
Friday 18th February – Children break up for
February half term.

Computing
In Computing the children will be looking at blogging. This unit of work uses the Purple Mash tool 2Blog and is designed
to help children learn the basic principles of creating and maintaining a blog in a controlled and safe environment. Using
2Blog, this unit will give children a basic understanding of how to plan, create and present their own blog.

General Reminders
Please can you make sure that all of the children’s school clothing and PE kits are clearly labelled with
their name. That way if an item gets lost it is much easier to track them back to their rightful owner.
Homework
Homework will continue to be set on a Friday and due in the following Wednesday. Please
can you make sure the children do their homework, if you need any help with it or feel your
child would benefit from extra resources in a specific area then please write a note on the
homework. The children will get a spelling activity, Times Table Rockstar online learning
and an arithmetic based sheet. The homework really helps to consolidate key learning skills
from school, so completing it is really important. Reading is also an important part of home
learning, the more you listen to your child read, the more fluent they become, once they
reach full fluency, they will find it much easier to access all areas of the curriculum. In the
lead up to the SATs the children will also get SATs practice questions, if you would like
extra practice papers then please just let me know.
Thank you so much for all of your help and support with the Mayan holiday homework, the standard has been incredible!
If you have any questions or concerns then please don’t hesitate to contact the school! Thank you once again!
Kind regards
Mrs McGrath

